
TENTERDEN TOWN COUNCIL –EXTERNAL COMMITTEE  
 

CLIMATE CHANGE SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

NOTES OF A MEETING ON THURSDAY, 10 DECEMBER 2020 
 
Present: J. Colvin, J. Crawford, G. Gandolfo, K. Mulholland, R. Quinton and 

K. Walder.  P. Burgess (Town Clerk) and S. Smith (Admin Assistant) 
 

28 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

Cllr. Dr. Lovelidge has resigned from the committee. 
 

29 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING. 
The minutes of the meeting held on 12th November 2020 were agreed. 
 

30 MATTERS ARISING. 
Cllr. Mrs Walder commented that she attended KCC’s Kent 2050: Road to 

Net Zero virtual Conference last week along with Cllrs. Mulholland, 
Quinton and Crawford. Kate said that lots of contacts were made and she 
found it very useful.  

 
31 REFINING MEMBERSHIP 

Jayne Colvin was co-opted to the sub-committee and has signed the code 
of conduct. 
 

32 DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE 
The Terms of Reference were adopted. 

 
33 SPEAKER - CLAIRE NORMAN, WASTE AND RECYCLING EDUCATION 

OFFICER AT ABC 

Claire Norman the Waste and Recycling Education Officer at Ashford 
Borough Council gave a talk. Claire explained that she has been in the 

role since November last year and has met Kate in a previous role.  
 
Claire had a meeting with Cllr. Quinton yesterday and is happy to offer 

her support from a council point of view in increasing the recycling in the 
borough. Roger commented that he and Claire visited the waste facility 

area at the rear of Tenterden Leisure Centre and agreed that it was 
unsightly. They wondered if it would be possible to fence off and enlarge 
the compound to take electrical goods, shoes and clothing waste for 

recycling. Also, ABC hold a Compost Giveaway in May, whereby up to 40 
tonnes of compost can be collected and used by people within the town 

for their flowerbeds etc. Claire explained that residents sign up and 
arrange a booking slot, then arrive with their own bags to collect the free 

compost. The compost is made from the food waste that ABC collect. It 
goes to an anaerobic digestion plant and over eight weeks gets turned 
into compost. It is slightly acidic but once mixed with soil or compost is 

great for growing vegetables. It won’t attract rats because the ammonia 
is removed during the bio-degrading process. Aspire use the compost 

throughout the whole year on Ashford borough planters.  
After a discussion it was decided that perhaps a smaller compost delivery 
to the allotments would be a good way to trial this offer.  

 
Claire went on to talk about the TerraCycle Scheme. She commented that 

she thought it was an amazing scheme. In her village crisp packets are 
collected in a wheelie bin outside the Primary School. Each crisp packet 



 

collected is worth about a penny. Three years ago two people in Ashford 
started crisp packet and coffee pod collection to support the Air 

Ambulance. The collections are taken to their house where the items are 
weighed and collected by TerraCycle. The crisp packets and coffee pods 

are reduced down into plastic pellets which are then used to make further 
items such as benches, watering cans and plant tubs, which can then be 
purchased. School children can learn about how their recycling can be 

used in the community. There are many collecting schemes that can be 
signed up to, although a lot are closed. 

Claire advised that we start with two or three schemes and then introduce 
others, she empties her collection point once a week and wears sturdy 
gloves as sometimes the bins are contaminated with other waste.  

Claire advised that Homewood School is signed up for writing implements 
– biros, highlighters etc. This is a coveted scheme that is now closed to 

new collectors. Claire advised that she could provide posters and bins 
which do not need to be at Homewood, it could be anywhere. Kate said 
that she would ask Homewood about their scheme.  

Ken asked Claire about battery recycling and Claire advised that they can 
be put in a clear plastic bag and placed on top of the green recycling bins 

on collection day.  
Roger asked about electrical items, clothing and shoe banks. Claire 

explained that these take up parking spaces which are classed as 
revenue. An ideal place maybe to the rear of Tenterden Leisure Centre or 
Bridewell Lane car park, with Bridewell Lane perhaps being preferable due 

to  security reasons, as there has been anti-social behaviour issues 
behind the leisure Centre in the past and there would be concerns of 

vandalism. ABC will look into how much revenue may be lost from using 
the parking spaces and decide on the possibility of siting the containers in 
Tenterden. Roger commented that currently Tenterden residents use 

carbon fuel to travel to the Household Recycling Centre in Ashford which 
defeats the object. Ken commented that the textile recycling unit by the 

fire station is not an ideal location as parking can be a problem when 
people use the Shop around the Clock forecourt. Claire suggested finding 
out who owns it and look into re-siting it.  

Claire explained that the Tassimo collection points accept all coffee pod 
brands but that Tassimo fund the recycling. Posters can be provided with 

details of the accepted brands. Advertising is key. Sainsbury’s and Tesco 
in Ashford accept Maybelline make up products.   
Cllr. Crawford commented that often the quality of products left in big 

plastic bags at charity shops is so poor that that the charity shops have to 
pay to dispose of it. He wondered if it they would be able to drop it into 

the clothing bank. Claire advised that the waste then becomes 
commercial, and the skips are not intended for this. Cllr. Crawford 
suggested that the solution may be to educate residents not to take to 

charity shops but to place directly in the clothing skips. Claire advised 
that marketing events are good, start with just a few schemes. She said 

that a lady in Hamstreet collects for the local school and has signed up to 
several schemes, she sorts all the waste herself and has raised a lot of 
money. She goes along to every event and has a TerraCycle stand and 

has produced a leaflet explaining where everything goes.  
 

34 TERRACYCLE RECYCLING SCHEME 
Specific schemes have not yet been considered.  
 

35 DECARBONISATION GRANT 
Ken explained that ABC has applied for a decarbonisation grant from the 



 

government and was successful. The scheme was specifically for the 
Stour Centre, which will be kitted out with a new ground source air pump 

and air handling units. The grant is not to be used for anything other than 
the Stour Centre. Once the work has been completed ABC will be looking 

to apply for further grants for the Leisure Centre and the Julie Rose 
Stadium, this is to get cash in the system for their own buildings and is 
not a grant that we could apply for a portion of. Cllr. Paul Clokie made the 

application, but there are all sorts of different schemes around. John 
asked if there are any climate change grants in the broader sense that we 

could apply for. Ken advised not to ABC but to other bodies. ABC make 
the applications for borough stock projects and don’t have an 
environmental fund as such.  

After a discussion it was decided to put grant applications on the agenda 
for the next meeting 

 
36 CHANGE OF TENTERDEN TOWN COUNCIL'S ELECTRICITY 

SUPPLIER 

It was noted that Octupus Energy for Business is the new renewable 
energy electricity supplier for the public conveniences in the town.  

The Town Clerk advised that contracts within the Town Council come up 
at various times. Roger suggested that in future we only look at 

renewable source companies that have a feeding tariff, if we get solar 
panels. He explained that all three solar panel estimates are now in and 
need to be compared. We also need to see if we can get funding for 

panels.   
We should be able to make our own electricity to supply ninety percent of 

the power required for outside festivals on the recreation ground  during 
the summer.  
The new maintenance facility in St. Michael’s is ideal as the roof faces 

south and west.  
Roger also commented that the roof on the old maintenance facility and 

toilet block has the right orientation, mainly west and south, and it may 
pay to put a new roof on before installing solar panels. He commented 
that there is still a bit more work to be done.  

Everyone thanked Roger for his work so far.  
 

37 REFILL STATION 
The responses from Waitrose and Tesco regarding our letter enquiring 
about refill stations to reduce carbon footprint were noted.  

 
38 ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING POINT INFRASTRUCTURE 

Roger commented that both the electric vehicle charging points are 
broken. Phil advised that this has been reported and is in hand.  
Roger suggested that the charging points at the rear of the Leisure 

Centre are in the wrong place and should be at the front in the open 
where they are not going to get damaged.  

Phil explained that our application to KCC for further EVCP’s was rejected 
as we do not own the car parks. Roger commented that once the Leisure 
Centre has solar panels installed this will be an ideal location to install  

EVCP’s as they can be powered by the panels.  
Kate will pick this up with ABC.  

 
39 CARBON FOOTPRINT AUDIT 

To be included in the agenda for the next meeting as time did not allow.  

 
40 INSTALLING PV PANELS ON TTC BUILDINGS 



 

To be included in the agenda for the next meeting as time did not allow. 
 

41 SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT 
Jo Gandolfo advised that the Civil Society hope to run a Transport 

Conference on 25th February 2021, chaired by  David Ward and has two 
speakers lined up already. The date will be advertised to get in people’s 
diaries and to ask them to participate.  

 
42 DISABLED FRIENDLY ALLOTMENT PROPOSAL 

Time did not allow this item to be discussed.  
 

43 ELECTION OF ROLLING CHAIR. 

Roger agreed to be permanent Chair for this committee.  
 

44 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Roger will liaise with Phil regarding the date for the next meeting, likely 
to be in February.  

 
45 ANY OTHER BUSINESS. 

None.  
 


